
  

26 October 2018 
 
The Pharmacy Council discontinues the Written Examination  
 
The Pharmacy Council has now, following the consultation, decided to proceed with its 
proposal to discontinue the Written Examination (WE).  
 
175 submissions were received, 82% of which agreed with the proposal to discontinue the 
WE, following a three week consultation period to gather the sectors’ views on this proposal 
earlier this month.  
 
The consultation result is consistent with the independent review of the exam, which 
recommended the discontinuation of the WE based on several key findings.  
 
The report states that the competencies the WE tested are now being assessed in other 
aspects of pharmacist training. In effect, the exam now duplicates testing of four areas intern 
pharmacists already have passed, or will pass, to become a fully registered pharmacist.   
 
Pharmacy Council’s Chief Executive, Michael Pead, thanks individuals and organisations for 
their submissions.  
 
“We have had a good response to this important question and are pleased to see 
pharmacists – from a range of locations and stages of professional experience, including 
interns and BPharm students – respond thoughtfully to the consultation.  
 
We are assured that the comments received in support of discontinuing the exam reflected 
those of the report’s key findings. The main comment in support of discontinuing the WE was 
that it tests competencies intern pharmacists are assessed on elsewhere, and that the focus 
for an intern should be on practical application of their skills.” 
 
The exam was introduced in 2014 to assess clinical knowledge. Since then, there have been 
many improvements in the educational programmes and assessments for intern 
pharmacists. The review highlighted that, due to these changes, there is no need for the 
exam.   
 
Michael Pead continued to say “We are confident the qualifications and assessments for 
pharmacists are of a high standard and this exam is no longer required.” 
 
Michael Pead says the review did raise concern around whether intern pharmacists are 
sufficiently tested around the quality of their spoken English and their skill and judgement 
with calculations.  
 
“The Pharmacy Council will be exploring how these competencies could be better assessed 
in a way that benefits the public and the profession,” he says. 
 
The WE will be discontinued with immediate effect.  

 
[ends] 

 
For more information contact: Michael Pead on 04 495 0330 


